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God as he is in himself, without attempting to inquire
into his nature. He desired only to think of God, what
God knows of himself. There he stopped, lest, by in-
dulging his own ideas, he should form a deity from his
own imagination, and sin by falling down before him. To
the will of God he paid an absolute submission, without
endeavouring to discover the reason of his determinations;
and this he accounted the first and most inviolable duty of
a Christian. When he heard of a criminal condemned to
die, he used to think: Who can tell whether this man is not
better than I ? or, if I am better, it is not to be ascribed
to myself, but to the goodness of God.

Such were the sentiments of Boerhaave, whose words
we have added in the note ro. So far was this man from
being made impious by philosophy or vain by knowledge,
or by virtue, that he ascribed all his abilities to the bounty,
and all his goodness to the grace of God. May his example
extend its influence to his admirers and followers! May
those who study his writings imitate his life! and those
who endeavour after his knowledge, aspire likewise to his
piety!

He married, September 17, 1710, Mary Drolenveaux,
the only daughter of a burgomaster of Leyden, by whom
he had Joanna Maria, who survived her father, and three
other children, who died in their infancy.

The works of this great writer are so generally known,

" m Doctrinam sacris literis Ilebraice et Graece trad it am, solam animae salu-
.tarem et agnovit et sen sit. Omni opportunitate profitebatur disciplinam, quam
Jesus Christus ore et vita expressit, unice tranquillitatem dare menti. Sem-
perque dixit amicis, pacem animi baud reperiundam, nisi in magno Mosis prse-
cepto de sincere amore Dei et hominis bene observato. Neque extra sacra mo-
numenta uspiatn inveniri, quod mentem serenet. Deum pius adoravit, qui est.
Intelligere de Deo, unice, volebat id, quod Deus de se intelligit. Eo contentus
ultra nihil requisivlt, ne idolatria erraret. In voluntate Dei sic requiescebat,
ut illius nullam omnino rationem indagandana putaret. Hanc unice supremam
omnium legem esse contendebat; deliberata constantia perfectissime colendam.
De aliis et seipso sentiebat: ut quotie's criminis reos ad poenas letales damnatos
audiret, semper cogitaret, sacpe diceret: ' Quis dixerat annon me sint raeliores?
Utique, si ipse melior, id non mihi auctori tribuendum esse, palam aio, con-
fiteor; sed ita largienti Deo.' "--Orig. Edit.
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